Protection at sea

2014
• 170, 664 migrants
apprehended on the
Central Mediterranean
Route
• 277% increase on 2013
• 2013: 45, 298

“What we have is a captain who ignored his
international obligations. This captain disregarded the
directions given by Rome Rescue Centre and the
Armed Forces of Malta. He disregarded the orders of
a sovereign state… Government’s position is clear.
That ship will not enter territorial waters…. We
cannot allow such an exception. There is no
emergency on board the ship… As a sovereign state
we cannot give in to the barefaced breach of
international law by this captain. There is a principle
at stake that cannot be breached.”

2015
• 710,000 migrants
apprehended crossing
the external borders of
the EU till September
• Up from 282,000 in al of
2014
• 350,000 : CMR
• 120,000: EMR

• Mixed flows
• Current population predominantly Syrians,
Afghans, Eritreans, Somalis

Not just an irregular migration route
2002-2012:
56% of applicants
were granted
some form of
protection
In 2012 and 2013
almost 80% were
granted protection

“The reason is at the beginning from your
country – that will drive you to face everything
ahead of you whether it is death or life.”

“Everywhere you are you feel helpless and afraid.”
“The smugglers are
terrible. We were always
afraid because they can
take every woman and
rape her and even kill her.”
“We used to sleep in our
shoes, so that if the
soldiers came to kick in the
door, we could all jump up
and run.”

“We were kept in a windowless room – there
were 40 people crammed in there.”

“One night, after about four months, four young soldiers
took me and another woman and raped us. When we
refused, they took us by force. They hit my face and burned
my hands with a lighter when I tried to hug myself in selfdefence.”
“It is not only women who suffer sexual abuse, it is terrible.
A lot of men have been sexually abused but are afraid to
speak out because they may be stereotyped.”

“We had no choice…”

“In the sea people do not
only die from drowning. They
die of heat, of thirst and of
fear.”

“In the boat I was so
afraid. I thought I
would never make it
alive. Wherever you
look there are waves
and sea.”
“On the phone I was
crying and begging for
help. I said: ‘Please,
we are Syrians. We are
in a dangerous
situation... the boat is
going to go down...we
are going to die. We
have more than a
hundred children.
Please help us’.”

6.17 The need to avoid disembarkation in
territories where the lives and freedoms of
those alleging a well-founded fear of
persecution would be threatened is a
consideration in the case of asylum-seekers and
refugees recovered at sea.
International Maritime Organization (IMO), Resolution
MSC.167(78), Guidelines on the Treatment of Persons Rescued
At Sea, 20 May 2004

“Jurisdiction means no less and no more than
“authority over” and “control of”. In relation to
Convention obligations, jurisdiction is neither
territorial nor extra-territorial: it ought to be
functional - in the sense that when it is within a
State's authority and control whether a breach
of human rights is, or is not, committed,
whether its perpetrators are, or are not,
identified and punished, whether the victims of
violations are, or are not, compensated, it would
be an imposture to claim that, ah yes, that State
had authority and control, but, ah no, it had no
jurisdiction.”
Al Skeini v UK

• “When we got into the big
American ship, we met
angels, not people… The
captain and crew were all
like angels. They just
worked 24 hours for us,
without stopping, giving us
food, water… they even
emptied their cabins for
the families. I am still in
touch with the captain,
Michael, he was one of the
best people I ever met.”

• This is what Captain
Tolley had to say:
• “We experienced
something so rare and
we were honoured to
play a role to assist those
in need. I hope it is no
small sign they were
rescued by the Liberty
Grace, as it told them:
‘Liberty means freedom
and ‘Grace’ is a gift from
God to all humanity.”

